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Getting There Is Half the Fun

While most business travelers will tell you how the zinging global economy
has increased the need to travel frequently and accomplish more in
short order, they’ll also tell you about the stinging impact travel time

has on personal life and well-being. Nowadays, unless you’re traveling between
major hub cities, chances are an airline trip will become a debilitating all-day affair.
And based on industry forecasts, the time and exhaustion penalty will only get worse. 
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Douglas Carper of Lincoln, Nebr., who owns a com-
modities asset management firm, found a better
travel solution. His fractional share in an Avantair
Piaggio Avanti has helped him grow his business, but

it’s the personal trips he and his family can now take that are per-
haps most satisfying. “A two- or three-day vacation trip is now
very doable,” he says. “You just can’t accomplish that traveling
commercially.”

Carper is among the growing number of air travelers
flying more frequently and more enjoyably than ever.These

travelers don’t make their plans based on an airline schedule.
Their flights are scheduled around their own timetable. For
them, airports — over 5,000 across the nation — are never
more than a few minutes away, and they’re airborne within
minutes of arrival.They have the plane to themselves, so they
can enjoy comfort, relaxation and private conversation with-
out interruption.

THE NEW TRAVEL STANDARD —
SPEED, PLEASURE, COMFORT

“Private air travel is profoundly different than traveling by air-
lines,” says Gil Wolin, vice president of corporate communications
for TAG Aviation USA, Inc., one of the world’s foremost aircraft
management and charter companies. “And once people experience
the difference, their entire concept of travel can change.”As one
frequent private jet flier put it: “Our vacation starts the moment
we step aboard the airplane, not after we arrive at our destination.”

The ability to go exactly when and directly where you want
in a fraction of the time makes private air travel a real value, if not
a downright bargain.That’s why travelers are joining the once-
exclusive private aviation fraternity by the droves.You could easily
be one of them.

The Enlightened Personal Traveler is your reference guide to this
transportation transformation. Here you’ll learn about the access
options, meet people who are taking advantage of private air
travel, hear about exciting new developments and discover how
this travel trend can make a real difference in your life.
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PRIVATE AIRCRAFT CHARTER

Charter is the easiest way to take advantage of private
aircraft benefits, and for simple return trips, charter
can be the most cost-effective solution.There are no
long-term commitments or major capital invest-

ments. And whether you need a jet once a week or once in a
while, you can choose the aircraft best suited for each trip and
the number traveling, and select the nearest airport from among
thousands nationwide dedicated to serving the growing needs 
of private aircraft travelers.

Before you pick up the phone, however, there are some
important things to consider,Wolin points out.TAG, with some
50 locations in the U.S., operates more than 150 aircraft owned
by leading corporations and available for charter worldwide. It is
one of a small cadre of quality charter companies that set the
benchmark for safety, operational quality and efficiency. “Shop
carefully, because standards vary significantly among operators,”
says Wolin. “Deal with only the top companies that operate to the
highest industry safety criteria, and seek professional guidance
from independent safety auditing firms.”

In addition,Wolin stresses, “You can’t compare the cost of
charter with an airfare.The benefits from timesaving, conven-
ience, safety and comfort standpoints are enormous, and the
significance of arriving refreshed and unfretted in a timely
manner, and of being able to spend more quality time with
family, may be immeasurable in dollar terms, but it represents
extraordinary value.”

“I think the market is changing
quite fast and people are now
realizing [that private jet
travel] is actually a lot more
affordable and accessible.”
ALEXANDRE MONNIER
Managing Director, Bombardier Skyjet
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network cancer centers and take only a few hours out of the day,
or go to an evening meeting or speaking engagement and get
home that night,” he says.

More than mere transportation, the jet also provides a qual-
ity work environment. “Personally, I’ve found that executives
think more creatively aboard the plane,” says Ross. He also uses
the CitationShares jet to fly physician groups to view cancer cen-
ters. “Without this kind of tool, it would be absolutely impossi-
ble to get a group to give up their busy schedule and travel to one
of our facilities commercially,” he says.

Avantair
Avantair is the newest fractional provider and one of the

fastest growing. Its fleet is comprised exclusively of the Italian-
built Piaggio Avanti turboprop.The Avanti offers the cabin size of
a midsize jet, the speed of a light jet and considerably lower oper-
ating and acquisition costs. Avantair is also the only fractional
operator to offer simple “one price” monthly billing, eliminating
the need for variable monthly per-flight-hour charges.

FLIGHT LOG
DEC Capital, Inc.

As founder and sole
principal of Lincoln, Nebr.-
based DEC Capital, Inc.,
a successful commodities

asset management firm, Douglas Carper understands the
value of a good investment.To serve his clients, Carper trav-
els a lot, but going anywhere from Lincoln was not easy 
and time lost on commercial schedules was immense. He
tried charter but quickly learned that charter prices and
service — not to mention quality, choice and availability —
were inconsistent.

He researched all the major fractional programs and
invested with Avantair, enticed by its uniquely fast, 450-mph
Avanti as well as the company’s sensible single-priced
monthly billing program. “It became very clear from a bud-
geting perspective that Avantair’s advantage is significant,”
he says. “You get an airplane with small-jet speeds and 
range with a larger, more comfortable cabin but at turbo-
prop fuel efficiencies.”

Like a high proportion of Avantair owners, Carper dou-
bled his 1/16, 50-annual-hour share investment in the first
year. “I became increasingly comfortable using [the Avanti]
more frequently,” he says. “It makes it possible for me to do
trips that I would not consider otherwise.”

What about the cost? “You just need to determine what
your time is worth and what it’s costing you in terms 
of opportunity. It is an expense, but an expense that’s
worth it,” he says. “And, I don’t know how you put a price 
on convenience.”

THE DEBIT CARD THAT FLIES
et travel card programs — the newest form of private jet
access — combine the consistency and reliability of frac-
tional ownership with the ease and convenience of charter.
You make a single payment, and when your onboard flight-

hour allocation is gone, so is your commitment.
There are a variety of jet card programs available, and some

are aligned with established fractional fleets such as the Marquis
Jet Card, which is exclusively associated with NetJets, the Bom-
bardier Flexjet Membership Card, Flight Options’ JetPass and
CitationShares’Vector JetCard. Others are tied to top charter air-
craft providers such as TAG’s JetCard, Sentient and Bombardier
Skyjet.All offer a consistent high-quality service availing private
jet travel to a vastly broader audience.

THE CARD THAT CHANGES YOUR
PERSPECTIVE ON TRAVEL FOREVER

Take the Marquis Jet Card, which, for a single payment, offers
25 flight hours in any of nine different aircraft types in the NetJets
U.S. and European fleet.And, your card is good on both sides of
the Atlantic. For added versatility, there’s a unique “combo” card

that lets you split hours between two different aircraft.
On the other hand, the TAG Aviation JetCard gives you access

to a wide variety of charter aircraft in TAG’s own fleet or 
a number of other aircraft specifically approved by TAG and 
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